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LIFE GROUP STUDY NOTES
Wednesday 1 JULY 2015
TITLE: PASSION FOR THE PRESENCE OF GOD
TEXT: Psalm 51:10-13
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
INTRODUCTION
Much of the Bible’s poetic literature uses a system called Hebrew parallelism. This involves the repetition of one idea in successive lines. Sometimes synonymous parallelism is used, where the second half of a statement repeats the first half’s idea in different words. This approach helps us understand biblical truth better if we use the device well. Today’s study requires this understanding.  Here’s to growing in the Spirit!
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What was the occasion of David’s prayer in Psalm 51? See 2 Samuel 12. 
2. What does David pray for in v10? In light of synonymous parallelism, what does this verse teach us about “heart” and “spirit”?
3. What two things does the psalmist request in v11? What is the relationship between these two things (God’s presence and the Holy Spirit)?

4. What is the relationship between a pure heart and the presence of God according to the above and Mat 5:8 as well as Psalm 24:4?

5. What is the difference between the presence and the power of God? What comes first? Which should we prioritise? 

6. What else does the psalmist pray for in v12? How are the presence and joy linked? (See also Psalm 16:11)

7. According to v13, what results will follow the above? What does that teach us about how we should prepare for ministry to others? 
8. How will you apply today’s revelations practically in your life?
Growing and flowing in the Spirit

