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LIFE GROUP STUDY NOTES
Wednesday 15 April 2015
TITLE: GIANT SLAYING FAITH
TEXT:  1 Samuel 17:1-58
32 Then David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 And Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and struck and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37 Moreover David said, “The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 1 Sam 17:32-37

INTRODUCTION
The Bible tells us how several champions (eagles) of faith triumphed against all kinds of odds—against storms, lions, giants and so forth. This week we take a look at one such eagle, David. Although our main focus will be on 1 Sam 17:32-37, advance reading of the entire chapter will help.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. According to 1 Sam 17:4-10, what gave Goliath confidence?
2. Why did King Saul think David was no match for Goliath? See v33. How does this contrast with David’s assertion in v32?

3. How did David defend his qualification to face the Philistine champion? See vv34-36.
4. Do people around us also sometimes underestimate our capacity to achieve certain things? How do you overcome this tendency?

5. What role do our private victories play in the public arena? How relevant are our past victories for the future? What does this teach us about the power of testimonies?

6. To whom does David attribute his victory over lions and bears? To whom do you attribute your past achievements? Have you ever been tempted to ascribe the glory for your victory to yourself or something else?

7. What in v37 tells us that David’s faith in Yahweh was quite robust?

8. How did David describe Goliath (vv32, 33, 37)? To others, Goliath was a champion and a giant; to David that was irrelevant. What does that tell us about how we should view our challenges?
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