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LIFE GROUP STUDY NOTES
Wednesday 25 February 2015
TITLE: THE CHURCH AS A PROPHETIC COMMUNITY
TEXT:  Ezekiel 37:1-10
The hand of the Lord came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 Then He caused me to pass by them all around, and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry. 3 And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” So I answered, “O Lord God, You know.” 4 Again He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall live. 6 I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 Indeed, as I looked, the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered them over; but there was no breath in them. 9 Also He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”’” 10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet, an exceedingly great army.

INTRODUCTION:
The Church is a prophetic community. God does not just speak to us, He speaks through us. This week we learn from Ezekiel’s example.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. Who brought the prophet Ezekiel to the valley full of dry bones?
2. Does God bring His people today to situations desperate for His intervention? Could where you are now be one such place?

3. Why did God give Ezekiel a tour of the valley (v2)? What was the prophet’s observation after that “tour”? 

4. How aware are you of the spiritual situation around you? How would you describe your “valley”?

5. Why did God ask Ezekiel whether the dry bones could live (v3)?

6. What did God instruct Ezekiel to do (v4)? Why didn’t God personally prophesy? What does that mean for the Church today?

7. Who determined the content of Ezekiel’s prophesying (v7)? How does this apply to us today? Where should we obtain our prophetic content?

8. What can we learn from the stages in the prophetic process (vv4, 9)? Do you think we sometimes stop declaring and prophesying prematurely? What will you do henceforth?
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