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LIFE GROUP STUDY NOTES
Wednesday 29 April 2015
TITLE: APPREHENDING THE BAPTISMAL REVELATION
TEXT:  Hebrews 6:1-2; Romans 6:1-4
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. Hebrews 6:1-2
1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. Romans 6:1-4
INTRODUCTION
The third keystone of our Christian foundation is the Doctrine of Baptisms. Notice that the Word doesn’t just call it baptisms, but the doctrine (teaching or revelation) of baptisms.  What is at stake here is a proper and deep grasp of the revelation of our redemption as depicted in the sacrament of baptism. Let us explore this further.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What is the difference between being a baptized Christian and being one who understands the doctrine (teaching) of baptism?
2. Water Baptism is a sacrament that depicts our redemption in Christ. What is a sacrament? What other sacrament do we observe as Pentecostal Christians?

3. According to Romans 6:1-2, does a proper grasp of grace accommodate living in sin? Why not?

4. What is death? Now, what does it mean to die to sin? For instance, what does it mean to die to lying, fornication, slander, hate, envy, jealousy and other kinds of sin?
5. According to the following verse, how do we appropriate our state of being dead to sin?
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 6:11). 

6. In what areas of your life are you tempted to behave as though returning to old ways is ok? What should you rather do in light of the above? [This question is strictly for personal reflection]

7. What does it mean to be baptized into Christ? How does an understanding of the term baptism as immersion help us to understand our relationship with Christ?

8. What is the difference between having Christ in you and you being in Christ?

9. How effective would we be if we were fully aware of our position in Christ? How would demonic spirits behave if we were more conscious of our state in Christ? 
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