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LIFE GROUP STUDY NOTES
Wednesday 8 JULY 2015
TITLE: OVERCOMING GROWTH HINDRANCES BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB
TEXT: Revelation 12:7-12
7 And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time.” 

INTRODUCTION
The full extent of our victory in Christ is greater than what we usually realize.  Our text this week reveals powerful insights into the dynamics of the cosmic conflict Jesus won for us at Calvary and in the heavenlies. Don’t be put off by the unfamiliar, graphic imagery!
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. Where did the war break out according to v7? Who were the opponents?
2. What can we learn from the location of this battleground with respect to our lives? See also Ephesians 6:12.

3. What was the outcome of the heavenly conflict (v8)? What does that mean for us?

4. Where to was the devil expelled (v9)? What challenges does that present to us? How does our location in Christ help us in this regard? (See Ephesians 2:6)

5. What are the FOUR “faces” of the devil as recorded in v9? What can we learn from these “faces” of the devil? 

6. What FOUR great things come as a result of the devil’s expulsion (v10)? 
7. According to v11, what TWO things enable believers to overcome the devil in all his guises?

8. What, according to v12, is the cause of the misery, terror and hardships on earth?

9. Since the devil and his cohorts were defeated in the heavens, why do we still have to overcome here on earth?
Growing and flowing in the Spirit

